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Deeper Israeli Role in Pollard Case Seen 

U.S. Investigators Say Full Story on the Spying Operation Has Yet to Be Told 




By Joe Pichirallo 

Washington Poat Staff Writer 


As the New York-bound El A1 jet 
c ruised through the darkness lait" 
D ec. 20, exhausted U.S. investiga- 


t ors quietly celebrated the suc- 
c esses of their trip; Israeli officials 
i mplicated in the Jonathan Jay Pol- 
la rd spy case finally had been ques- 
t ioned, Israel had returned the clai : 
si fted U.S. documents, and Israe li 


l eaders had' ple dged M coopera- 
tion. 

Vet the investigators were still 
nagged by suspicions that they 
hadn’t been told the full Story de- 
spite nine days of sleuthing in Is- 
rael. 

As far as the Israeli government 
was concerned, the embarrassing 
affair was drawing to a close. “I be- 
lieve,” Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said, "that the case 
on our part is closed.” The State 
Department expressed similar sen- 
timents by praising Israel’s “full 
cooperation” and predicting a re- 
sumption of the “deep friendship” 
between the two nations. 

In fact, the case was a long way 
from closed. During the first five 
months of 1986, federal prosecu- 
tors directed FBI agents to fan out 
across the United States to inter- 
view scores of witnesses and under- 
take “classic, white-collar crime” 
paper chases, as one official put it. 
Investigators sifted through reams 
of classified documents, credit card 
receipts, telephone bills and bank 
records. 

Months after those nagging 
doubts on the El At flight, investi- 
g ators discovered that their skep^ 
ticism was weM-founcted. rouanT 
agreed to talk, and implicit in his 
co nfession was a deeper Israeli rolg ~ 
in the case and a more extensive 
spying operation than tiatl been pre- ‘ 
viouslv acknowledg ed. " 

As those revelations became pub- 
li c when the former civilian Naw 
c ounterintelligence analyst pleade d 
guilty to a federal espionage co n- 
spiracy charge, once again tne Pol- 
lard case threatened to strain U!57- 
Israeli relations— somet hing State 
Department and Israel officials 
t hought had been averted in De- 
cember. 


And the long-simmering feud be- 
tween the Justice and State depart- 
ments over the Pollard case 

- erupted again as State officials 

- moved to minimize the significance 
of the new information and Justin 

officials pressed for a fuller ac- 
counting from Israel. 

Israeli Justice Minister Yitzhak 
Modai, who met yesterday with 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz 
and Attorney General Edwin Meese 
III, told reporters that his govern- 
ment wants to see the Pollard in- 
vestigation “accelerated to the max- 
imum.” But he called allegations of 
a wider Israeli involvement in the 
case "a lie.” 

Israel Embassy spokesman Yo sef 
Gal yesterday declined to aniw er 
specific questions about tne case, 
and referred a reporter to a May 31 
s tatement issued bv the embassy 
t hat the Pollard incident “was an 
u nauthorized deviation from tEe~ 
clear-cut Israeli polic y of not con - 
ducting any espionage activities 
w hatsoever in the United State sT — 
Among the questions U.S. offi- 
cials say remain unanswered: 

■ What happened to the internal 
Israeli inquiry that Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres promised last De- 
cember? 

"The government of Israel is de- 
termined to spare no effort in inves- 
tigating this case thoroughly and 
completely and in uncovering all of 
the facts to the last detail, no mat- 
ter where the trail may lead,” Peres 
said then. 

■ Has anyone implicated in the 
case been punished, as the Peres 
government pledged? 

“If the allegations are confirmed, 
those responsible will be brought to 
account, the unit involved in this 
activity will be completely and per- 
manently dismantled,” Peres said in 
December. 

Israeli officials have said the unit 
implicated in the Pollard operation 
has been abolished. 

But U.S. officials repeatedly note 
that Raphael (Rafi) Eitan, the for- 
mer Israeli intelligence official al- 
leged to have run the operation, 
was recently appointed chairman of 
the board of an Israeli government- 
owned chemical company, and Col. 


Aviem (Avi) Sella, allegedly Pol- 
lard’s first contact, was promoted 
to brigadier general. Two others 
implicated in the case, a former sec- 
retary at the Israeli Embassy here 
and a former New York-based sci- 
ence consul, reportedly also have 
been given attractive new jobs in 
the Foreign Service. 

■ Why was the role of Sella not 
disclosed to U.S. officials during 
their visit to Israel last December? 

His involvement was revealed by 
Pollard.. Similarly, it was Pollard, 
not the Israeli government, who 
told investigators of his Israeli han- 
dlers’ plan to deposit $300,000 for 
him in a Swiss bank account over 10 
years. Pollard also revealed that his 
contacts had obtained an Israeli 
passport for him in the name of 
“Danny Cohen.” The passport was 
to be used by Pollard when the op- 
eration ended and he moved to Is- 
rael, prosecutors said. 

■ Why was Pollard, apparently in 
response to a request from one of 
his Israeli handlers, looking into 
missile systems for possible sale to 
Iran? 

According to a letter found by 
investigators, which Pollard had 
written to one of his Israeli han- 
dlers, the analyst said he was look- 
ing at missile systems designed or 
manufactured by non-communist 
foreign countries that “might be 
available for sale to Iran?” 

Israel in the past has sold spare 
military parts to Iran, which has 
been at war with Iraq for nearly six 
years. But Israeli officials have said 
the sales stopped long ago after the 
State Department objected. 

■ Will Israel identify other Israelis 
suspected of being involved in the 
Pollard operation? 
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On at least two occasions when 
Pollard met with his handlers, once 
at the suburban Maryland home of 
an Israeli diplomat whose identity 
was withheld by prosecutors and 
also while Pollard was irt Israel, an- 
other Israeli known only as “Uzi” 
was present, according to court 
documents. U.S. officials said they 
do not know the identity of Uzi. 

Investigators would also like to 
know who assisted in copying doc- 
uments Pollard supplied to his han- 
dlers. 

Prosecutors said Pollard usually 
delivered the material to Irit Erb, 
then a secretary at the Israeli Em- 
bassy here, twice a month for more 
than a year at her apartment. 
Sources said the apartment was in 
the Van Ness East condominiums at 
2939 Van Ness St., NW, close to 
the Israeli Embassy. 

Pollard's handlers also main- 
tained another apartment in Erb’s 
building that housed "sophisticated 
copying and photographic equip- 
ment,” prosecutors said, and “un- 
identified persons in the bedroom of 
the apartment would . . . copy the 
documents . . . . ” 

Last Nov. 20, the day before Pol- 
lard was arrested outside the Israeli 
Embassy, Erb, who sources said did 
not have diplomatic immunity, left 


the country, according to court doc- 
uments. 

It is not known who told Erb to 
leave and what her superiors at the 
embassy were told about the cir- 
cumstances of her departure. 

Hours after FBI agents first con- 
fronted Pollard at work last Nov. 
18, he alerted Joseph (Yossi) Yagur, 
a science consul based in New York 
who was then Pollard’s chief han- 
dler, prosecutors said. 

Pollard on Nov. 20 telephoned 
the security officer at the Israeli 
Embassy, according to prosecutors, 
and after reciting the names of his 
Israeli handlers, asked that asylum 
be arranged. 

The next day, Nov. 21, Pollard 
again called the security officer who 
told him to come to the embassy if 
he could “shake” his FBI surveil- 
lance, prosecutors said. Pollard was 
arrested outside the embassy that 
day by FBI agents who followed him 
there. 

The identity of the Israeli secu- 
rity officer has never been made 
public. It is also not known whether 
the security officer discussed Pol- 
lard's request for asylum with any- 
body else in the embassy. 

Some U.S. officials over the last 
two weeks have insisted that the 
new information developed by in- 


vestigators since last December 
raises questions about Israeli claims 
that the Pollard case was a "rene- 
gade” operation unauthorized by top 
Israeli political leaders. 

These officials said their doubts 
about the Israeli account arise in 
part from disclosures that Pollard’s 
Israeli contacts paid him- more than 
$45,000, opened the Swiss bank 
account for him under a fake name 
and planned to deposit $30,000 
each year for the next 10 years, and 
arranged for two overseas trips, 
including a stop in Israel, to enter- 
tain him and provide him with spe- 
cific instructions on what kinds of 
documents were needed. 

“In every intelligence operation 
you have a built-in plausible deni- 
ability," said one U.S. official in- 
volved in counterintelligence. "You 
can’t have the number of people, 
the quality of intelligence [Pollard 
p rovided], the amount of money in- 
volved and the amount of time in an 
operation like this and have it be a 
so-called 'rogue operation. ’ ” 

" L don’t know that it was a ren- 
egade operation.’* said ben. David 
F. Durenberger (R-Minn.), chair- 
man of the Select Committee on In- 
t elligence, which has been brief er 
o n the case by Justice Departmen t 
o fficials. “What we know toaa y~Tfiat 
we didn’t know a vear~ago~is~that 
we need more information .... 
The investigation ... is ongoing.” 
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